Kate Yakovleva

Reading Bank

Reading 264

Task 1. Looking through a magazine you come across an interesting article on
the topic of English as a national foreign language in India. Four paragraphs
have been removed from the story. Choose from paragraphs A—D the one
which fits each gap (1—4). Then answer the questions. Some questions may
have several answers.

English as a National Foreign Language

India has two national languages for central administrative purposes: Hindi and English.
Hindi is the national, official, and main link language of India. English is an associate
official language. The Indian Constitution also officially approves twenty-two regional
languages for official purposes. Dozens of distinctly different regional languages are
spoken in India, which share many characteristics such as grammatical structure and
vocabulary.

Gap 1 (choose a paragraph and mark the letter with “+” in the ANSWER SHEET)

Since the early 1600s, the English language has had a toehold on the Indian
subcontinent, when the East India Company established settlements in Chennai, Kolkata,
and Mumbai, formerly Madras. Calcutta, and Bombay respectively.

Gap 2 (choose a paragraph and mark the letter with “+” in the ANSWER SHEET)

In India, English serves two purposes. First, it provides a linguistic tool for the
administrative cohesiveness of the country, causing people who speak different
languages to become united. Secondly, it serves as a language of wider communication,
including a large variety of different people covering a vast area. It overlaps with local
languages in certain spheres of influence and in public domains.

Generally, English is used among Indians as a ‘link’ language and it is the first language
for many well-educated Indians.

Gap 3 (choose a paragraph and mark the letter with “+” in the ANSWER SHEET)

English has special national status in India. It has a special place in the parliament,
judiciary, broadcasting, journalism, and in the education system. One can see a Hindi-
speaking teacher giving their students instructions during an educational tour about
where to meet and when their bus would leave, but all in English. It means that the
language permeates daily life. It is unavoidable and is always expected, especially in the
cities.
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The importance of the ability to speak or write English has recently increased significantly
because English has become the de facto standard. Learning English language has
become popular for business, commerce and cultural reasons and especially for internet
communications throughout the world.

Gap 4 (choose a paragraph and mark the letter with “+” in the ANSWER SHEET)

The prevailing view seems to be that unless students learn English, they can only work in
limited jobs. Those who do not have basic knowledge of English cannot obtain good
quality jobs. They cannot communicate efficiently with others, and cannot have the
benefit of India’s rich social and cultural life.

A positive attitude to English as a national language is essential to the integration of
people into Indian society. There would appear to be virtually no disagreement in the
community about the importance of English language skills. Using English you will
become a citizen of the world almost naturally. English plays a dominant role in the media.
It has been used as a medium for inter-state communication and broadcasting both
before and since India’s independence. India is. without a doubt, committed to English as
a national language. The impact of English is not only continuing but increasing.

THE REMOVED PARAGRAPHS

A. It is also the second language for many who speak more than one language in India.
The English language is a tie that helps bind the many segments of our society together.
Also, it is a linguistic bridge between the major countries of the world and India.

B. English is a language that has become a standard not because it has been approved
by any ‘standards’ organization but because it is widely used by many information and
technology industries and recognized as being standard.

C. Apart from these languages, Hindi is used for communication in India. The homeland
of Hindi is mainly in the north of India, but it is spoken and widely understood in all urban
centers of India. In the southern states of India, where people speak many different
languages that are not much related to Hindi, there is more resistance to Hindi, which has
allowed English to remain a lingua franca to a greater degree.

D. The historical background of India is never far away from everyday usage of English.
India has had a longer exposure to English than any other country which uses it as a
second language, its distinctive words, idioms, grammar and rhetoric spreading gradually
to affect all places, habits and culture.
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Task 2. Answer the following questions. Some questions may have several
answers. Mark your answer (answers) with "+”in the ANSWER SHEET.

1. According to the writer, the Indian constitution recognizes
a) 22 official languages.

b) Hindi as the national language.

c) 2 national, official languages.

d) 2 national languages.

2. English's status as a lingua franca is helped by

a) its status in northern India.

b) the fact that it is widely understood in urban centres.

c) the fact that people from the south speak languages not much related to Hindi.

d) it shares many grammatical similarities with Hindi.

3. In the paragraph, which starts with “Since the early 1600s”, the word 'toehold’
means that English

a) dominated India.
b) changed the names of some cities in India.
c) has had a presence in India.

d) has been in India longer than any other language.

4. Hindi-speaking teachers

a) might well be heard using English.
b) only use English.

c) only use English for instructions.

d) use English in every-day life.

5. The last but one paragraph starts with the words 'the prevailing view', which
suggest that

a) the view is correct.
b) the view is held by the majority.
d) the view is incorrect.

c) the view is held by the minority.
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6. English in India

a) is going to decrease.

b) is widely used in the mass media.
C) causes disagreement.

d) is going to have a greater importance.

Task 3. You have read the article about English as a national foreign language
in India and decided to express your opinion with regard to the topic "ENGLISH
IS A LANGUAGE OF INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATION”,

Your essay should consist of 150-180 words. You are not allowed to use

fragments of the text (the length of more than 4 words running). Your text
should contain various points of view, including your own.
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Reading 264 — Keys

TASK 1
1—-C
2-D
3—A
4—B

Mo 2 6anna 3a NnpaBuNbHbIN OTBET. Bcero 8 6annos.

TASK 2
1—A
2—-C
3—-C
4—AD
5—B
6—B,D

Mo 2 6anna 3a npaBunbHbIN OTBET. Becero 12 6annos.

TASK 3
KpI/ITepI/II/I oueHmnBaHnA KOHKypCca NUCbMEHHOWN pe4dn

MakcumanbHoe konmyectso b6annos: 20

BHumaHwme! Mpu oueHke 0 no Kputeputo «PelleHne KOMMyHKaTUBHOM 3a4aymn»

BbicTaBnseTca obLuas oueHka 0.

Bannbi 3a: PELLUEH/IE KOMMYHUKATUBHO SALAYM

KOMMyHI/IKaTMBHaFI 3afa4da rioJ/iHoCTbrO BbIrNoJ/iIHeHa — copep>KaHme pacKpbITO MOJIHO,

TOYHO N NHTEPECHO.
B paboTte yyacTHuKa:

- €CTb BCTYyrjieHne — 2 6anna;

- NpeAcTaBfieHbl pasHble TOYKN 3peHnsa — 1-2 6anna;

- NpeacTaBfieHa CBOS ToukKa 3peHus — 1-2 6anna;

- NpencTaBneHbl 060CHOBaHHbIE aprymeHTbl 1-2 6anna.
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O6béM paboTbl MO0 COOTBETCTBYET 3aAaHHOMY, MO0 OTKIIOHSETCS OT 3a4aHHOro He
6onee yem Ha 10 % (B CTOPOHY yBenuyeHuss — He 6onble 198 cnos, B CTOPOHY
YMEHbLUEHNSA — He MeHblue 135 cnos) — 2 6anna.

UToro: makcumym 10 6annos.

Bannbl 3a;: OOOPMJIEHUE

O6Lwuas oueHka 3a ohopMeHe BbIBOAUTCS HA OCHOBaHWM KpUTEPUEB, MPUBEAEHHbIX B

Tabnuue:

Komnoauuusa INekcuka pammaTunka Opdporpachua | lNyHKTYauua
Makcumym Makcumym Makcumym Makcumym Makcumym
2 6anna 3 6anna 3 6anna 1 6ann 1 6ann

Ntoro: makcumym 10 6annos.

Komno3uuus — 2 6anna

PaboTta He nmeeT oLWMBOK C TOUKN 3PEeHUSt KOMMNO3NLIMN: NpeacTaBeHbl BBeOeHue,
OCHOBHas YacTb U 3aK/IHoHYeHMe.

CobntogeHa noruka BbickasbiBaHusl. CpencTsa IOrMY4ecKkoin CBsi3N NPUCYTCTBYHOT U
NCNONb3YlOTCH NPaBuibHO. TEKCT NpaBubHO pa3fenéH Ha ab3aupl.

Nekcnka — 3 6anna

Y4yacTHUK OeMOHCTPUPYET BoraTblin IEKCUYECKUI 3anac, HEO6X04MMbIN ONs1 PaCKPbITUSA
TeMbl, TOYHbI BbIOOP CNOB 1 afekBaTHOE BNageHne nekcmnkonm. Paborta He umeet
OLWMOBOK C TOYKM 3PEHMS NIEKCNYECKOTO OHOPMITIEHNUS.

pammatuka — 3 6anna

YyacTHVK JEMOHCTPUPYET rPaMOTHOE U YMECTHOe yrnoTpebnieHne rpaMMmaTnyeckmx
CTPYKTYP B COOTBETCTBUM C KOMMYHMUKaTUBHOWN 3afa4yei.

Pa6oTa umeeT 1 Herpy6yto OLMGKY C TOYKM 3PEHUS FPaMMaTUYECKOro 0oOpMIIEHMS.

Opdorpadus n nyHkTyaums — 2 6anna

Y4yacTHUK OEMOHCTPUPYET YBEPEHHOE BNnageHne HaBbikamu opdorpadum n nyHKTyauun.
PaboTa He nmeeT owmnboK C ToUKM 3peHnsa opdorpadun. B pabote moryT 6bITb 1-2
NYHKTYaUNOHHbIE OLUNOKN, HE 3aTPYyAHSAOLLME NMOHNMaHNE BbiCKa3blBaHUA.

KomMmyHukaTvBHasi 3aaqa packpbita YacTu4HO. Tema packpbiTa, 0OgHako B paboTe
oTpaxkeHbl He Bce acnekTbl. OTCYTCTBUE KaXKaoro acrnekra npuBoauT K notepe 2 6annos.
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Ecnn acnekTbl NPUCYTCTBYIOT, HO PACKpPbIThbl HE Pa3BEPHYTO, TO BbICTABSAETCH TONLKO 1
6ann.

I'Ip|/| OTCYyTCTBUN NtobbIX 4 acnNeKToB BbICTABNASETCS oueHKa «0» no KPpUTEeputo «PelwweHne
KOMMyHVIK&TVIBHOI?I 3agayn».

Komno3uuusa — 1 6ann

B uenom TekcT nmeet YéTkyto komnosuumo. OgHako B AeneHnm Tekcta Ha absalbl
nmetotca 1-2 HapyLeHus.

JonyuieHsbl 1-2 owmnbKu Npm NCNosib30BaHUN CPEACTB Iorn4yeckon cesasm n/ nnn 1-2
HapyLEeHWs JIOMMKU BblCKa3blBaHUS.

Nekcnka — 2 6anna

Y4yacTHUK OeMOHCTPUPYET BoraTblin IEKCUYECKUI 3anac, HEO6XO4MMbIN ONs1 PaCKPbITUSA
TeMbl, TOYHbIN BbIOOP CNOB U agekBaTHOE BnageHune nekcukon. B pabote nmetotrca 1-2
He3HauuTesnbHble (HErpyOble) Nnekcnveckmne owmnbKn, He 3aTpyaHSaoLLME NOHUMaHNe
TeKcTa.

MpammaTuka — 2 6anna

Y4yacTHUK OEMOHCTPUPYET rPaMOTHOE 1 YMECTHOE ynoTpebneHne rpaMmmaTnyeckmx
CTPYKTYp. B paboTe nmetotcsa 2 He3HauuTenbHble (HErpyOble) rpaMmmaTnyecKme owmnoKku,
He 3aTpyaHsoLMe NOHNMaHNe BbicKa3blBaHUS.

Opdorpadusa n nyHktyauna — 1 6ann

B TekcTe npucytcTBytoT opcorpaduydeckume (1-3) n/mnmn nyHKTyaunoHHble owmnbkn (3-4),
KOTOpble He 3aTpyaHSIOT obLiee NoOHMMaHne TekcTa.

0 6annoB: KOMMYyHUKaTVBHas 3aga4a rnpaxkTU4eCKy He BbINoJIHEHa — OTCYTCTBYIOT
Heobxognmble acnekTbl T o6bEém BbickasbiBaHUs meHee 135 cnos.

UcTouynuk 3aganusa: ouHan onumnmags! PITY, 2019/20, 11 knacc
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